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CriminalJustice Caucus hosts conference to improve those
impacted by prison system

By CRAIG D. FRAZIER
Special to theAmNews

On Saturday, Columbia Uni-
versity School of Social Work's
Criminal Justice Caucus hosted
"Removing the Bars: A Skills-
Based Conference on Criminal
Justice" on Amsterdam Av-
enue between 121st and 122nd
streets. Students, educators and
representatives from service
providers in social work attend-
ed the one-day conference.

The Criminal Justice Caucus
at Columbia University School
of Social Work seeks to increase
awareness about the prison sys-

tem in America as it relates to
social work, law, education, fam-
ily structure and health. "We
work to push the university and
the School of Social Work to see
the tremendous impact that the
criminal justice system has on
the community" said Tanisha
Douglas, co-chair of the caucus.
"There is a need to train a new
generation of social workers so
that they can better deal with
criminaljustice issues."

Over 25 speakers presented
workshops at the conference
on a variety of topics, including
"Benefits and Voting Rights of

CPE honors Mack History Month
ByJTTUKWEUSI
Special to the AmNews

Since 1925, when the noted
African-American historian
Carter G. Woodson started
Black History Week, which
was later expanded to Black
History Month in the 1960s,
February has been known the
world over as a time to study
the great accomplishments of
people of African descent.

This year, the Brooklyn
Chapter of the Coalition for
Public Education is present-
ing the forum, "What To
Teach Our Children About
Our History/Heritage?" The
event will be held on Sat.,
Feb. 5 at the Bed-Stuy Res-
j- *:„„ Main Rnitdincr,

York and Brooklyn avenues,
fifth floor.

Speakers for the event
will include Hammurabi Bey,
the father of hip-hop legend
Doug E. Fresh and an expert
on Moorish history; Dr. Safi-
ya Bandele, director of the
Women's Center at Medgar
Evers College; Basir Mchawi,
host of "Education at the
Crossroads," heard every
Thursday at 7 p.m. on radio
station WBAI 99.5 FM; and
the publishers of the Black-
Fax Calendars, an encyclope-
dic reference to our history.

The event is free and will
begin at 1 p.m. sharp. For
more information, please call
171RY 237-1928 or (718) 857-

Formerly Incarcerated People,"
''Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Services for Adults and
Juveniles," "Restorative Justice
and Victims' Services," ̂ Unique
Issues of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender Youth in the
Juvenile Justice System" and
"Adults in Prison Systems In-
volved in the Criminal Justice
System." .

Conference speakers came
from several organizations,
including the Children's De-
fense Fund of New York, Har-
lem Community Justice Cen-
ter, Center for Comprehensive
Care at St. Luke's Roosevelt
Hospital, the Correctional Asso-
ciation of N.Y.-Juvenile Justice
Project, Bronx. Defenders and
the Osborne Association. In ad-
dition to these workshops, the

conference featured a panel of
formerly incarcerated men and
women.

Jean Stevens, a CUNY law
student, is an aspiring public
defender. She was on her way
to the "School to Prison Pipe-
line" workshop. "Bight now, a
lot of my work surrounds young
students of color," said Stevens.
"How schools are replicating
the system—I'm interested in
knowing if they will discuss
anything relating to ending the
cycle."

Avery Irons, director ofYouth
Programs for the Children's
Defense Fund of New York, fa-
cilitated a workshop focused
on juvenile justice reform. "We
went over the layout of the New
York Juvenile Justice System,"
said the juvenile justice advo-

cate. "We went over the pres-
ent reform effort. Those that
attended this workshop walked
away with information that will
help them move policy change
forward in their locality."

The conference was geared
towards social work students
throughout New York City who
are and will be involved in the
lives of the men, women and
children impacted by the crimi-
nal justice system.

After the conference, Hunter
College graduate student An-
isah Ansari felt she received the
assurance she needed and feels
that she can make a difference
as a social worker. "I know that
I am on my way to fulfilling the
need for the next generation of
conscience, progressive social
workers," she said confidently.
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